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Axel Kock, Om Sprdkets Fordndring. (Popiildrt vetenskapliga 
forelasningar vid Gdleborgs Hogskola 3.) Wettergren & Kerber : 
Goteborg. 

A popular book should be the maturest fruit of sound 
scholarship. Errors that may occur in technical publications 
can be more easily counteracted by watchfid criticism : in 
books which are to be read by the people at large, they are 
likely to work mischief for generations. Nobody should, 
therefore, be encouraged to write for the general public who 
is not guided by a perfect mastery of his subject, by healthy 
and trained pedagogical instincts and by a due reverence for 
the seriousness of his task. This truth is as yet far from 
being generally recognized ; but a change for the better is 
manifesting itself abroad as well as in our country, a fact as 
promising for the future of our own discipline as it is benefi- 
cial to the public. — The present book forms the third volume 
of the Populdrt vetenskapliga forelasningar vid Goteborgs Hogskola, 
a serial publication intended to present in popular form the 
latest and safest results of scientific research especially in the 
field of the humanities. Of the other volumes belonging to 
the series we mention Om svenskan som skriftsprdk by Gustaf 
Cederschiold, Dante by Johan Vising, Den stora engelska revolu- 
tionen i det sjuttonde drhundradets midt by Ludvig Stavenow. 

How far the author has succeeded in adapting his treatment 
to the needs of his Swedish public, is not for us to say. He 
presupposes a good deal of intelligent interest in matters of 
historical philology ; remote linguistic facts and minutiae of 
phonology are quoted by way of illustration ; at times even 
an etymological or ethnological controversy is indulged in. 
Questions of psychology, on the other hand, are dealt with in 
a very elementary fashion, largely in that indirect, figurative 
form which is generally considered as popular. To me it 
seems that a plain, direct statement of facts would have thrown 
more light on the fundamental phenomena of speech ; an 
immoderate use of comparisons and the author's inclination 
to work out his pictures in detail and to apply them tena- 
ciously in their various aspects tend to cover up the real pro- 
cess instead of illumining it. 

But the book is of interest to us mainly as the record of Pro- 
fessor Kock's own views on the subject ; as such it has its 
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scientific and its historical value : scientific, because even 
where the good is not new, a wide sphere of vision is con- 
stantly kept open about us, and the conscientious presentation 
of the manifold factors that modify human speech will form 
a good antidote against one-sided theorizing, and historical,, 
because even in so far as the new is not good, this confession 
of faith of the eminent scholar, University teacher, and editor 
is likely to exercise a strong influence upon linguistic studies, 
at least in the North. We regret all the more, therefore, that 
in regard to a number of important points we cannot agree 
with the author. His chapters on Language and Dialect, on 
Speech mixture and Loanwords, on Composition, Derivation, 
and some of his remarks on Analogy and Phonetic Change 
are clarifying and suggestive ; but, after all, the whole phe- 
nomenon of change in language is only an incidental, though 
unavoidable result of the very life of language ; to attempt to 
account for it without first explaining the development and 
normal nature of speech itself is like expounding the charac- 
ter of an eclipse of the sun without considering the normal 
working of the solar system. The book opens with a discus- 
sion of the task of the linguist, the student of language, as 
compared with that of the philologist, the latter term being 
interpreted as the student mainly of the masterpieces of a 
nation's literature, an interpretation strangely at variance with 
the scope of the Arkiv for Nor disk Filologi of which the author 
himself is the editor-in-chief ! We should have preferred to 
find a prefatory chapter on the fundamental questions of 
language life ; the absence of the same makes itself painfully 
felt in the treatment of analogy and phonetic changes. The 
sole function of analogy, according to the author, would be to 
bring about deviations from the traditional status or from the 
normal phonetic development, in order to facilitate the learn- 
ing of the language ; and three reasons are quoted as able to 
lead to analogical interference : similarity of meaning, simi- 
larity of form and — juxtaposition in the sentence. Few of us 
will accept this last point ; the example quoted for its validity, 
egli-no amano, is due to similarity of meaning (function) 
emphasized by juxtaposition. The treatment of phonetic 
changes is equally unsatisfactory ; they are all described as 
' foriindringar, framkallade genom uttalslattnad (vanligen 
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mindre lampligt kallade ' ljudlagsenliga forandrigar).' The 
acoustic element is quite neglected ; ' spontaneous sound- 
change,' the old phantom, makes its appearance again (cp. 
Mod. Lang. Notes 2, p. 226); the ' Kombinatoriska uttalslattna- 
derna ' are said to be due to psychical as well as to physical 
reasons and to resemble the analogical changes inasmuch as 
e. g. both in the assimilation of ts : ss, natsla : nassla, and in the 
v of voss from vi 'spela andra sprakelement (ljud) en roll'! 
The ' spontaneous ' sound-change then, is altogether due to 
physical agencies ? It would seem so ; for the author says, 
' De spontana uttalslattnaderna ater hafva fororsakats ensamt 
af en fysisk faktor.' On the other hand, we hear of psychical 
motives influencing all sound-changes ; the latter are said to 
be determined not only by phonetic conditions and by stress, 
but also, the author insists, by such psychical factors as the 
meaning of words and the state of mind of the speaker. 
Professor Kock does not realize, that these are the very ele- 
ments which help to determine the totality of phonetic condi- 
tions and the nature of the accent ; to speak of them as of 
separate causes is as much as to say, that a performance on 
the piano is not determined by the tempo and energy used in 
touching the various keys, but also by the character of the 
piece and the emotions of the player. The author rejects the 
theory of phonetic law. Now, so far as the language of whole 
speech communities is concerned, we would go even farther 
and say, the question of phonetic law can only be a purely 
practical one ; it cannot be answered once for all with scien- 
tific precision. It all depends upon the relative force of a 
number of changeable factors all of which are recognized by 
everyone as potent agencies in the development of speech, and 
a different valuation of these various factors naturally leads to 
a difference of opinion on the whole point : the believers in 
the law 'theory ' say, that close speech intercourse practically 
eliminates all deviations from the norm within a given com- 
munity, and they insist that every inconsistency must be due 
to some special reason such as speech mixture, analogical 
influence, or the like ; the opponents, on the other hand, prefer 
to lay the greater stress on these differentiating influences, 
and they show that the unifying power of speech intercourse 
is not always as strong as to preclude deviations ; at the same 
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time they, too, recognize this unifying power so far as to 
agree, that, in practice, special reasons for individual devia- 
tions must indeed be asked for in every case. This is the 
basis of the whole dispute with regard to the language of 
speech communities. The question is quite different when 
the individual speaker is concerned. Here we have to deal 
with a genuine psychological problem. Our author's objec- 
tion, that no two words or sounds are ever pronounced under 
precisely equal conditions and that therefore a perfect equality 
of development cannot be expected, is entirely futile. I have 
dealt with the subject repeatedly in publications 1 which are 
readily accessible to our readers ; I will, therefore, not reit- 
erate my arguments here. The whole problem of law or not 
law hinges mainly upon the question, how are we to imagine 
the word-pictures in our mind, and the sensations of motion 
which our nerve-brain apparatus develops for the production 
of whole words ? Are they units of their own, merely connected, 
more or less closely, with the sound-pictures and the sensations 
of motion for individual sounds? or are they composite units, 
consisting of the pictures and sensations of the individual 
sounds which make up the respective word? In the latter 
case we would have to deal with law ; in the former we could 
only speak of more or less strong phonetic tendencies; yet, 
much would then depend upon the nature of the connection. 
It seems to me, thai the law theory is unavoidably suggested 
by ideological psychology, and while experimental psychol- 
ogy has not yet confirmed it beyond a question, nothing, so 
far as I can see, has as yet been discovered that would dis- 
prove it. 

We are glad to observe, that Professor Kock freely adduces 
illustrative material from the language of children ; with him 
we expect much further light from the nursery, but especially 
also, we would add, from the experiment in hospital and labor- 
atory, conducted by psychologists with linguistic training. 

Gusiaf E. Karsten. 

University of Indiana. 

1 Transactions of the Modern Language Association of America 3. 186 ff., 
1887 ; reprinted, in a slightly modified form, in Phonetische Studien 3. 1 ff.; 
Publications of the Mod. Lang. Association of America 9. 312 ff., 1894. 



